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1
SIMPLIFIED LOGIN FOR MOBILE DEVICES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/109,580, entitled “Simplified Login Method
for Mobile Devices,” filed Apr. 25, 2008, which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Modern secure passwords are often longer than eight char-
acters and may use several different types of characters
including lower case letters, upper case letters, digits, and
symbols. These character combinations may be difficult to
type into a cell phone or other mobile device. At the same
time, however, allowing a mobile device to remember a user
name and password may reduce the security of a system,
particularly as mobile devices are often more frequently sto-
len than stationary devices.

The subject matter claimed herein is not limited to embodi-
ments that solve any disadvantages or that operate only in
environments such as those described above. Rather, this
background is only provided to illustrate one exemplary tech-
nology area where some embodiments described herein may
be practiced.

SUMMARY

Briefly, aspects of the subject matter described herein
relate to a simplified login for mobile devices. In aspects, on
a first logon, a mobile device asks a user to enter credentials
and a PIN. The credentials and PIN are sent to a server which
validates user credentials. If the user credentials are valid, the
server encrypts data that includes at least the user credentials
and the PIN and sends the encrypted data to the mobile
device. In subsequent logons, the user may logon using only
the PIN. During login, the mobile device sends the PIN in
conjunction with the encrypted data. The server can then
decrypt the data and compare the received PIN with the
decrypted PIN. If the PINs are equal, the server may grant
access to a resource according to the credentials.

This Summary is provided to briefly identify some aspects
of the subject matter that is further described below in the
Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to iden-
tify key or essential features of the claimed subject matter, nor
is it intended to be used to limit the scope of the claimed
subject matter.

The phrase “subject matter described herein” refers to sub-
ject matter described in the Detailed Description unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise. The term “aspects” is to
be read as “at least one aspect.” Identifying aspects of the
subject matter described in the Detailed Description is not
intended to identify key or essential features of the claimed
subject matter.

The aspects described above and other aspects of the sub-
ject matter described herein are illustrated by way of example
and not limited in the accompanying figures in which like
reference numerals indicate similar elements and in which:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram representing an exemplary
mobile device into which aspects of the subject matter
described herein may be incorporated;
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FIG. 2 is a block diagram that represents an exemplary
environment in which aspects of the subject matter described
herein may be implemented;

FIGS. 3-5 are flow diagrams that generally represent
actions that may occur in conjunction with login on from
mobile device in accordance with aspects of the subject mat-
ter described herein;

FIG. 6 illustrates some elements of an exemplary user
interface that may be used to revalidate a password in accor-
dance with aspects of the subject matter described herein;

FIG. 7 illustrates some elements of an exemplary user
interface that may be used to enter a PIN in accordance with
aspects of the subject matter described herein;

FIG. 8 illustrates some elements of an exemplary user
interface that may be used to select a logon preference in
accordance with aspects of the subject matter described
herein;

FIG. 9 illustrates some elements of an exemplary user
interface that may be used to log on using a username and
password in accordance with aspects of the subject matter
described herein;

FIG. 10 illustrates some elements of an exemplary user
interface that may be used to log on using a PIN in accordance
with aspects of the subject matter described herein; and

FIG. 11 which illustrates some elements of an exemplary
user interface that may be used to provide a PIN acknowledg-
ment in accordance with aspects of the subject matter
described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Exemplary Operating Environment

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a suitable mobile device
100 on which aspects of the subject matter described herein
may be implemented. The mobile device 100 is only one
example of a device and is not intended to suggest any limi-
tation as to the scope of use or functionality of aspects of the
subject matter described herein. Neither should the mobile
device 100 be interpreted as having any dependency or
requirement relating to any one or combination of compo-
nents illustrated in the exemplary mobile device 100.

With reference to FIG. 1, an exemplary device for imple-
menting aspects of the subject matter described herein
includes a mobile device 100. In some embodiments, the
mobile device 100 comprises a cell phone, a handheld device
that allows voice communications with others, some other
voice communications device, or the like. In these embodi-
ments, the mobile device 100 may be equipped with a camera
for taking pictures, although this may not be included in other
embodiments. In other embodiments, the mobile device 100
comprises a personal digital assistant (PDA), hand-held gam-
ing device, notebook computer, printer, appliance including a
set-top, media center, or other appliance, automobile-embed-
ded or attached computing devices, other mobile devices, or
the like. In yet other embodiments, the mobile device 100
may comprise devices that are generally considered non-
mobile such as personal computers, servers, or the like.

Components of the mobile device 100 may include, but are
not limited to, a processing unit 105, system memory 110, and
a bus 115 that couples various system components including
the system memory 110 to the processing unit 105. The bus
115 may include any of several types of bus structures includ-
ing a memory bus, memory controller, a peripheral bus, and a
local bus using any of a variety of bus architectures, and the
like. The bus 115 allows data to be transmitted between vari-
ous components of the mobile device 100.
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The mobile device 100 may include a variety of computer-
readable media. Computer-readable media can be any avail-
able media that can be accessed by the mobile device 100 and
includes both volatile and nonvolatile media, and removable
and non-removable media. By way of example, and not limi-
tation, computer-readable media may comprise computer
storage media and communication media. Computer storage
media includes both volatile and nonvolatile, removable and
non-removablemedia implemented in any method or technol-
ogy for storage of information such as computer-readable
instructions, data structures, program modules, or other data.
Computer storage media includes, but is not limited to, RAM,
ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory technology,
CD-ROM, digital versatile disks (DVD) or other optical disk
storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk
storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other
medium which can be used to store the desired information
and which can be accessed by the mobile device 100.

Communication media typically embodies computer-read-
able instructions, data structures, program modules, or other
data in a modulated data signal such as a carrier wave or other
transport mechanism and includes any information delivery
media. The term “modulated data signal” means a signal that
has one or more of its characteristics set or changed in such a
manner as to encode information in the signal. By way of
example, and not limitation, communication media includes
wired media such as a wired network or direct-wired connec-
tion, and wireless media such as acoustic, RF, infrared, WiFi,
WiMAX, and other wireless media. Combinations of any of
the above should also be included within the scope of com-
puter-readable media.

The system memory 110 includes computer storage media
in the form of volatile and/or nonvolatile memory and may
include read only memory (ROM) and random access
memory (RAM). On a mobile device such as a cell phone,
operating system code 120 is sometimes included in ROM
although, in other embodiments, this is not required. Simi-
larly, application programs 125 are often placed in RAM
although again, in other embodiments, application programs
may be placed in ROM or in other computer-readable
memory. The heap 130 provides memory for state associated
with the operating system code 120 and the application pro-
grams 125. For example, the operating system code 120 and
application programs 125 may store variables and data struc-
tures in the heap 130 during their operations.

The mobile device 100 may also include other removable/
non-removable, volatile/nonvolatile memory. By way of
example, FIG. 1 illustrates a flash card 135, a hard disk drive
136, and a memory stick 137. The hard disk drive 136 may be
miniaturized to fit in a memory slot, for example. The mobile
device 100 may interface with these types of non-volatile
removable memory via a removable memory irnterface 131,
or may be connected via a universal serial bus (USB), IEEE
1394, one or more of the wired port(s) 140, or antenna(s) 165.
In these embodiments, the removable memory devices 135-
137 may interface with the mobile device via the communi-
cations module(s) 132. In some embodiments, not all of these
types of memory may be included on a single mobile device.
In other embodiments, one or more of these and other types of
removable memory may be included on a single mobile
device.

In some embodiments, the hard disk drive 136 may be
connected in such a way as to be more permanently attached
to the mobile device 100. For example, the hard disk drive 136
may be connected to an interface such as parallel advanced
technology attachment (PATA), serial advanced technology
attachment (SATA) or otherwise, which may be connected to
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the bus 115. In such embodiments, removing the hard drive
may involve removing a cover of the mobile device 100 and
removing screws or other fasteners that connect the hard drive
136 to support structures within the mobile device 100.

The removable memory devices 135-137 and their associ-
ated computer storage media, discussed above and illustrated
in FIG. 1, provide storage of computer-readable instructions,
program modules, data structures, and other data for the
mobile device 100. For example, the removable memory
device 135-137 may store images taken by the mobile device
100, voice recordings, contact information, programs, data
for the programs and so forth.

A user may enter commands and information into the
mobile device 100 through input devices such as a key pad
141 and the microphone 142. In some embodiments, the
display 143 may be touch sensitive screen and may allow a
user to enter commands and information thereon. The key pad
141 and display 143 may be connected to the processing unit
105 through a user input interface 150 that is coupled to the
bus 115, but may also be connected by other interface and bus
structures, such as the communications module(s) 132 and
wired port(s) 140.

A user may communicate with other users via speaking
into the microphone 142 and via text messages that are
entered on the key pad 141 or a touch sensitive display 143,
for example. The audio unit 155 may provide electrical sig-
nals to drive the speaker 144 as well as receive and digitize
audio signals received from the microphone 142.

The mobile device 100 may include a video unit 160 that
provides signals to drive a camera 161. The video unit 160
may also receive images obtained by the camera 161 and
provide these images to the processing unit 105 and/or
memory included on the mobile device 100. The images
obtained by the camera 161 may comprise video, one or more
images that do not form a video, or some combination thereof.

The communications module(s) 132 may provide signals
to and receive signals from one or more antenna(s) 165. One
of the antenna(s) 165 may transmit and receive messages for
a cell phone network. Another antenna may transmit and
receive Bluetooth® messages. Yet another antenna may trans-
mit and receive network messages via a wireless Ethernet
network standard.

In some embodiments, a single antenna may be used to
transmit and/or receive messages for more than one type of
network. For example, a single antenna may transmit and
receive voice and packet messages.

When operated in a networked environment, the mobile
device 100 may connect to one or more remote devices. The
remote devices may include a personal computer, a server, a
router, a network PC, a cell phone, a peer device or other
common network node, and typically includes many or all of
the elements described above relative to the mobile device
100.

Aspects of the subject matter described herein are opera-
tional with numerous other general purpose or special pur-
pose computing system environments or configurations.
Examples of well known computing systems, environments,
and/or configurations that may be suitable for use with
aspects of the subject matter described herein include, but are
not limited to, personal computers, server computers, hand-
held or laptop devices, multiprocessor systems, microcon-
troller-based systems, set top boxes, programmable con-
sumer electronics, network PCs, minicomputers, mainframe
computers, distributed computing environments that include
any of the above systems or devices, and the like.

Aspects of the subject matter described herein may be
described in the general context of computer-executable
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instructions, such as program modules, being executed by a
mobile device. Generally, program modules include routines,
programs, objects, components, data structures, and so forth,
which perform particular tasks or implement particular
abstract data types. Aspects of the subject matter described
herein may also be practiced in distributed computing envi-
ronments where tasks are performed by remote processing
devices that are linked through a communications network. In
a distributed computing environment, program modules may
be located in both local and remote computer storage media
including memory storage devices.

Furthermore, although the term server is sometimes used
herein, it will be recognized that this term may also encom-
pass a client, a set of one or more processes distributed on one
or more computers, one or more stand-alone storage devices,
a set of one or more other devices, a combination of one or
more of the above, and the like.

Mobile Login

As mentioned previously, mobile devices may have input
capabilities that make it more difficult to enter in passwords.
In accordance with aspects of the subject matter described
herein, a user may be allowed to logon to a server using a
number. This number is sometimes referred to as a PIN
herein. When the user first logs onto the server, the user may
be asked for a username, password, and PIN. When the user
subsequently logs onto the server, the user may enter the PIN
only. Periodically, the user may be prompted for a user name
and password again.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram that represents an exemplary
environment in which aspects of the subject matter described
herein may be implemented. The environment includes serv-
ers 205-206, computer 210, and mobile devices 215-216
(hereinafter sometimes collectively referred to as the entities)
and may include other components (not shown). The entities
may communicate with each other via various networks
including intra- and inter-office networks, telephone lines, the
network 220, wireless networks 221 and 222, other wireless
and wired networks, and the like. In one embodiment, the
network 220 may comprise the Internet.

A wireless network (e.g., each of the wireless networks 235
and 236) may comprise one or more components that are
capable of communicating with mobile devices. The wireless
networks 221 and 222 may be connected to the gateways 230
and 231, respectively. A gateway may function as a conduit to
allow communications to and from the mobile devices 215
and 216 to entities connected to the network 220. The gate-
ways may be implemented as part of or separate from mobile
telephone switching offices that may control the operation of
a cellular sub-system.

The servers 205-206, computer 210, and the mobile
devices 215-216 may include login components 226-229,
respectively. The login components 226-229 may comprise
components that allow the mobile devices 215-216 and the
computer 210 to log on to the servers 205-206. On the mobile
device 215, for example, the login components 228 may
comprise a web browser, client software, other software, or
the like capable of communicating with the servers 205-206.
On the server side, the login components 225-226 may
include a web server, portal, application server, other content
providing software, related software, or the like.

Each of the servers 205-206 and the computer 210 may be
implemented on one or more computers and there is no inten-
tion to limit the types of computers to those thought particu-
larly as server computers or client computers. Indeed a com-
puter that serves as a home computer may at times serve as a
server computer and vice versa.
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In one embodiment, the mobile devices 215-216 may be
implemented as described in conjunction with the mobile
device 100 of FIG. 1. In one embodiment, the mobile devices
215-216 may comprise cell phones. In another embodiment,
the mobile devices 215-216 may comprise notebook comput-
ers, other mobile devices, non-mobile devices, and the like as
described previously in conjunction with FIG. 1.

Aspects of the subject matter described herein may also be
applied to non-mobile devices such as the computer 210
and/or mobile devices with enhanced input capabilities or
even a complete keyboard. It may be easier for a computer
user to use a PIN as described herein than to enter a lengthy
password for each logon.

Although the environment described above includes vari-
ous numbers of each of the entities and related infrastructure,
it will be recognized that more, fewer, or a different combi-
nation of these entities and others may be employed without
departing from the spirit or scope of aspects of the subject
matter described herein. Furthermore, the entities and com-
munication networks included in the environment may be
configured in a variety of ways as will be understood by those
skilled in the art without departing from the spirit or scope of
aspects of the subject matter described herein.

FIGS. 3-5 are flow diagrams that generally represent
actions that may occur in conjunction with login on from
mobile device in accordance with aspects of the subject mat-
ter described herein. For simplicity of explanation, the meth-
odology described in conjunction with FIGS. 3-5 is depicted
and described as a series of acts. It is to be understood and
appreciated that aspects of the subject matter described herein
are not limited by the acts illustrated and/or by the order of
acts. In one embodiment, the acts occur in an order as
described below. In other embodiments, however, the acts
may occur in parallel, in another order, and/or with other acts
not presented and described herein. Furthermore, not all illus-
trated acts may be required to implement the methodology in
accordance with aspects of the subject matter described
herein. In addition, those skilled in the art will understand and
appreciate that the methodology could alternatively be repre-
sented as a series of interrelated states via a state diagram or
as events.

Turning to FIG. 3, at block 305, the actions begin in con-
junction with a user on a mobile device seeking to logon to a
server. At block, 310, a determination is made as to whether
evidence of previous authentication is stored on the mobile
device. Evidence of previous authentication may have been
sent to the mobile device in conjunction with a previous login
(e.g., see the actions associated with block 550 below). This
evidence may be stored on the mobile device in encrypted
data. This evidence may include the credentials of a user.
These credentials may include, for example, a username and
password. Encrypted data sent to the mobile device may also
include the previously entered PIN, the next password revali-
dation date, expiration time and strength of the original
authentication (e.g., was it username/password only, certifi-
cate based, etc.), other information, and the like.

In one embodiment, the encrypted data may be stored in a
cookie. When the mobile device requests a resource, the
mobile device may send the cookie with the request. In
another embodiment, the encrypted data may be stored in
another data structure on the mobile device. To request a
resource, the mobile device may, for example, embed the
encrypted data in the parameter of a uniform resource locator
(URL) or otherwise send the encrypted data. As used herein a
resource comprises any thing, entity, service, data, program,
or the like, that can be identified, name, addressed, handled,
or otherwise accessed in any way over a network.
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The encrypted data in combination with a PIN allows the
server to verify that an authorized user is accessing the server.
If the encrypted data is not on the mobile device or the user
does not provide the correct PIN, the user is not granted
access to the server. Furthermore, by placing the encrypted
data on the mobile device, issues with respect to scalability
may be reduced or avoided.

The encrypted data may be encrypted using virtually any
encryption algorithm. Some exemplary suitable encryption
algorithms include Advanced Encryption Standard (AES),
Blowfish, Twofish, Data Encryption Standard (DES), Triple
DES, Serpent, International Data Encryption Algorithm
(IDEA), RC4, and the like, although other encryption algo-
rithms may be used without departing from the spirit or scope
of aspects of the subject matter described herein. The encryp-
tion algorithm may be implemented with a private server key
that may be pre-configured on the server with some salt. For
security, the key may be of sufficient length to resist brute
force attacks. During configuration of the server, the system
may offer the administrator an option to generate the key
using a random function.

When a PIN is used to log on to a server, a policy may be
enforced as to how often the password needs to be re-entered
on the mobile device. In one embodiment, the policy may be
settable by an administrator of the server. In another embodi-
ment, the policy may be hard-coded. In one embodiment, a
password may need to be re-entered once every seven days
when using a PIN to log on. This is sometimes referred to as
revalidating the password. When the password is revalidated,
the server generates a new encrypted data with a new pass-
word revalidation date. This encrypted data is sent to the
mobile device and is used to replace the old encrypted data
there.

When the user logs into a system and enters a PIN, the
encrypted data is sent to a server together with the PIN. The
server may then decrypt the encrypted data to obtain the user
credentials, valid PIN, revalidation date, and so forth. If the
PIN that the user enters does not match the PIN in the
encrypted data, the server may enforce a delay period (e.g., 5
seconds), a limited number of retries before locking the
account, and/or other mechanisms to slow or stop an unau-
thorized attempt to gain access

Ifevidence of previous authentication is on the device (e.g.,
in encrypted data), the actions continue at block 315; other-
wise, the actions continue at block 320.

At block 315, the actions described in conjunction with
FIG. 4 may occur. During these actions, a PIN may be used to
log on to the server. To prevent a username/password from
being stolen, a secure channel such as SSI. may be used. Ifit
is time to revalidate a password, a password or username and
password may be requested to log on to the server.

Atblock 320, when the evidence of authentication (e.g., in
encrypted data) is not on the device the actions described in
conjunction with FIG. 5§ may occur. During these actions a
username and password logon may be requested to log on to
the server as described in more detail in conjunction with
FIG. 5.

At block 325, if the user is able to successfully log on, the
user is allowed to proceed to the resource provided by the
server.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating actions associated
with block 315 of FIG. 3 in accordance with aspects of the
subject matter described herein. FIG. 4 includes exemplary
actions that may occur during a second (or subsequent) logon
activity. At block 405, the actions begin.

At block 410, a determination is made as to whether it is
time to revalidate the password. If so, the actions continue at
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block 415; otherwise, the actions continue at block 425. For
example, if the mobile device 215 attempts to logon to the
server 205 using a PIN, the server 205 may determine using
information in the encrypted data or elsewhere that it is time
to revalidate the password on the mobile device 215. The
server 205 may then send a request for a password to the
mobile device 215.

At block 415, in response to determining that it is time to
revalidate the password, the mobile device may display a
screen such as the one illustrated in FIG. 6, which illustrates
some elements of an exemplary user interface that may be
used to revalidate a password in accordance with aspects of
the subject matter described herein.

As illustrated, the screen 605 indicates the name of the user
(e.g., James) and provides a text box 610 in which the user
may enter the password. The screen 605 also includes a log on
button 615 that the user may click on after entering the pass-
word to log on to the server.

If the user is successful in logging on to the server, the
server may send new encrypted data to the mobile device as
described previously. The new encrypted data may then be
stored on the mobile device.

Ifthe user wants to log on using a username and password,
change the PIN, log on as a different user, or has forgotten the
PIN, the user may select an appropriate item from the list 620.

FIGS. 6-11 include exemplary user interfaces that may be
used in accordance with various aspects of the subject matter
described herein. The user interfaces may include other ele-
ments not shown and/or remove and/or replace elements
shown with other elements. By providing the interfaces illus-
trated in these figures, there is no intention to be all-inclusive
or exhaustive of the different types of interfaces that may be
used to provide the same results as described herein. Indeed,
based on the teachings herein, one of skill in the art may
recognize many alternative user interfaces that may be uti-
lized to provide the same results without departing from the
spirit or scope of aspects of the subject matter described
herein.

Returning to FIG. 4, at block 420, the actions continue at
block 325 of FIG. 3.

Atblock 425, if it is not time to revalidate the password, the
mobile device may display a screen such as the one illustrated
in FIG. 7 which illustrates some elements of an exemplary
user interface that may be used to enter a PIN in accordance
with aspects of the subject matter described herein. As illus-
trated, the screen 705 provides an indication that the user is to
enter a PIN and indicates the name of the user (e.g., James)
and provides a text box 710 in which the user may enter the
PIN. The screen 705 also includes alog on button 715 that the
user may click on after entering the PIN to log on to the server.

Ifthe user wants to log on using a username and password,
change the PIN, log on as a different user, or has forgotten the
PIN, the user may select an appropriate item from the list 720.

Returning to FIG. 4, at block 430, a mobile device sends the
PIN in conjunction with the encrypted data to the server
which then authenticates the username and password. For
example, referring to FIG. 2, using the received PIN and
encrypted data, the server 205 may validate the credentials
sent by the mobile device 215. The term “in conjunction”
means that the PIN is sent to the server, and can, but does not
necessarily mean that the PIN is sent at the same time as the
encrypted data or in the same message as the encrypted data.

At block 435, if the credentials are valid, the actions con-
tinue at block 445; otherwise, the actions continue at block
440.

At block 440, login errors may be handled as appropriate.
For example, if the credentials are not valid, the user may be
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informed that the login is unsuccessful and may be given an
opportunity to re-enter the username and password and/or
may be denied access to the server.

At block 445, a determination is made as to whether the
PIN is valid. If the PIN is valid, the actions may continue at
block 450; otherwise, the actions may continue at block 410.
For example, after decrypting the username, password, and
valid PIN from the encrypted data, the server may compare
the valid PIN with the provided PIN to determine if the
provided PIN is valid.

At block 450, the actions continue at block 325 of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating actions associated
with block 320 of FIG. 3 in accordance with aspects of the
subject matter described herein. FIG. 4 includes exemplary
actions that may occur during a first or subsequent logon
activity used to enter user credentials. At block 505, the
actions begin.

If'this is the first time the user has used the mobile device to
logonto a server, the user may be presented with a screen such
as one illustrated in FIG. 8 which illustrates some elements of
an exemplary user interface that may be used to select a logon
preference in accordance with aspects of the subject matter
described herein.

As illustrated in FIG. 8, the screen 805 includes a list 810
that indicates different ways the user may log on to a server.
By selecting on an item in the list 810, the user may log on
using a PIN or log on using a username and password.

In some embodiments, a server may be configured such
that server the may indicate that a user may not use a PIN to
log on to the server. In this case, the user may not be presented
with the screen illustrated in FIG. 8. Rather, the user may be
presented with a screen such as that illustrated in FIG. 9.

Return to FIG. 5, at block 510, if the user selects to use a
username and password without a PIN, the user may be
presented with a screen such as that illustrated in FIG. 9,
which illustrates some elements of an exemplary user inter-
face that may be used to log on using a username and pass-
word in accordance with aspects of the subject matter
described herein.

As illustrated in FIG. 9, the screen 905 includes a text box
910 in which the user may enter a username. The screen 905
also includes a text box 915 in which the user may enter a
password. After the user has entered a username and pass-
word, the user may click on the log on button 920 to log on to
a server.

The screen 905 may also include a link 925 that allows the
user to enter a PIN for subsequent logons to the server. The
link 925 may not be displayed if login via a PIN has been
disabled by the server.

Returning to FIG. 5, at block 510, if the user selects to use
a PIN for logon, the user may be presented with a screen such
as that illustrated in FIG. 10, which illustrates some elements
of an exemplary user interface that may be used to log on
using a PIN in accordance with aspects of the subject matter
described herein.

As illustrated in FIG. 10, the screen 1005 includes several
fields including a text box 1010 in which the user may enter a
username, a text box 1015 in which the user may enter a
password, and a text box 1020 in which the user may enter a
PIN. After the user has entered a username and password, the
user may click onthe set PIN button 1025 to log on to a server.

Returning to FIG. 5, at block 515, the username and pass-
word are authenticated. For example, referring to FIG. 2, the
mobile device sends a username and password to the server
which then authenticates the username and password. If the
user has selected to use a PIN, the selected PIN may also be
sent to the server. In response to receiving the username and

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

password, the server authenticates these credentials. For
example, referring to FIG. 2, the server 205 may validate the
credentials sent by the mobile device 215.

At block 520, if the credentials are valid, the actions con-
tinue at block 530; otherwise, the actions continue at block
525.

At block 525, login errors may be handled as appropriate.
For example, if the credentials are not valid, the user may be
informed that the login is unsuccessful and may be given an
opportunity to re-enter the username and password and/or
may be denied access to the server.

At block 530, if a PIN is allowed, the actions continue at
block 540; otherwise, the actions continue at block 535. As
described previously, a server may not allow a user to log in
using a PIN/encrypted data combination and may require a
username and password with each log on.

At block 535, the actions continue at block 325 of FIG. 3.

At block 540, the offer to use a PIN is provided. For
example, referring to FIG. 9, the screen 905 may include a
link 925 that allows the user to set a PIN for easy logon. As
another example, referring to FIG. 8, this offer may come
when the user first attempts to log on.

At block 545, a determination is made as to whether a PIN
based logon is selected. If so, the actions continue at block
550; otherwise, the actions continue at block 545. For
example, referring to FIGS. 8 and 9, if the user selects alog on
using PIN code or a set PIN for easy logon, the user may be
presented with a user interface that allows the user to enter a
PIN. This PIN together with the username and password may
then be sent to the server.

At block 550, in response, the server may generate evi-
dence of authentication and send it to the device. For example,
referring to FIG. 2, the server 206 may generate an encrypted
data using the received username, password, and PIN. The
server 206 may then send this encrypted data to the mobile
device that sent the username, password, and PIN (e.g., the
mobile device 216).

At block 555, the mobile device may display a user inter-
face such as illustrated in FIG. 11, which illustrates some
elements of an exemplary user interface that may be used to
provide a PIN acknowledgment in accordance with aspects of
the subject matter described herein. As illustrated in FIG. 11,
the screen 1105 includes an acknowledgment message and an
item that allows the user to continue.

At block 560, a server may send data indicating that user
refused to use a PIN. This data may be used in subsequent
logons when determining what method to use during the
logons.

At block 565, the encrypted data is saved on the mobile
device. For example, referring to FIG. 2, the mobile device
215 saves the encrypted data locally for subsequent logon use.

At block 570, the actions continue at block 325 of FIG. 3.

In another embodiment, the order of the actions described
in conjunction with FIG. 5 may be changed. In particular,
before authenticating user credentials, the PIN is validated. If
the PIN is valid, then user credentials are validated as
described previously. If the PIN is not valid, however, a mes-
sage may be generated to cause an invalid logon attempt to be
recorded in an audit log. This message may comprise gener-
ating a message that includes a username and a bogus pass-
word and sending the message to an authentication server
which then logs the invalid logon attempt.

Ifa mobile device is stolen, the thief will not have access to
the PIN. When a user finds out that the device is stole, the user
may change or cause the user credentials (e.g., user password)
to be changed. Because the credentials are authenticated with
each logon, after the credentials are changed, even if the thief
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is able to determine the PIN, the thief will not be able to use
the mobile device to gain access to resources.

As can be seen from the foregoing detailed description,
aspects have been described related to a simplified login for
mobile devices. While aspects of the subject matter described
herein are susceptible to various modifications and alternative
constructions, certain illustrated embodiments thereof are
shown in the drawings and have been described above in
detail. It should be understood, however, that there is no
intention to limit aspects of the claimed subject matter to the
specific forms disclosed, but on the contrary, the intention is
to cover all modifications, alternative constructions, and
equivalents falling within the spirit and scope of various
aspects of the subject matter described herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer storage device having computer-executable
instructions, which when executed perform actions, compris-
ing:

receiving input for a first logon, comprising:

displaying a first field for accepting a username,

displaying a second field for accepting a password,

displaying a third field for accepting a PIN, and

displaying a user interface element that when activated
sets the PIN;

receiving second input for a second logon, the second input

including the PIN and not including the username and
password; and

displaying a revalidation screen, the revalidation screen

including the username and a field for receiving the
password, the revalidation screen being displayed after a
revalidation date occurs.

2. The computer storage device of claim 1, wherein the
actions further comprise:

before receiving the second input, displaying the username

and an indication to enter the PIN to logon.

3. The computer storage device of claim 1, wherein the
actions further comprise:

displaying a user interface element that, when activated,

causes subsequent logons to require a username and
password.

4. The computer storage device of claim 1, wherein the
actions further comprise:

determining whether the revalidation date has expired; and

determining whether to revalidate the password in

response to determining that the revalidation date has
expired; and

wherein determining whether to revalidate the password

comprises:

receiving an input and the username in response to expi-
ration of the revalidation date;

comparing the received input to the password to deter-
mine whether the received input and the password
match;

revalidating the password if the received input and the
password match; and

not revalidating the password if the received input and
the password do not match.

5. The computer storage device of claim 1, wherein the
actions further comprise:

receiving the password in response to displaying the revali-

dation screen; and

providing access to a resource in response to receiving the

password.
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6. The computer storage device of claim 1, wherein the
actions further comprise:

prior to displaying the third field, displaying an element
that queries whether to logon with a PIN or to logon with
a username and password for subsequent logons.

7. A device comprising:

a user interface that receives a first input, which includes a
username, a password, and a PIN, for a first logon and
that receives a second input, which includes the PIN and
does not include the username and password, for a sec-
ond logon; and

a login component that, with regard to the first logon,
displays a first field for accepting the username, a second
field for accepting the password, a third field for accept-
ing the PIN, and a user interface element that when
activated sets the PIN;

the login component displays a revalidation screen, the
revalidation screen including the username and a field
for receiving the password, the revalidation screen being
displayed after a revalidation date occurs.

8. The device of claim 7, wherein the login component,
before the second input is received by the user interface,
displays the username and an indication to enter the PIN to
logon.

9. The device of claim 7, wherein the login component
displays a user interface element that, when activated, causes
subsequent logons to require a username and password.

10. The device of claim 7, wherein the login component
determines whether the revalidation date has expired and
determines whether to revalidate the password in response to
a determination that the revalidation date has expired; and

wherein, to determining whether to revalidate the pass-
word, the login component receives an input and the
username in response to expiration of the revalidation
date, compares the received input to the password to
determine whether the received input and the password
match, revalidates the password if the received input and
the password match, and does not revalidate the pass-
word if the received input and the password do not
match.

11. The device of claim 7, wherein the login component
receives the password in response to the revalidation screen
being displayed and provides access to a resource in response
to the password being received.

12. The device of claim 7, wherein the login component,
prior to displaying the third field, displays an element that
queries whether to logon with a PIN or to logon with a
username and password for subsequent logons.

13. A method implemented at least in part by a computer,
the method comprising:

in conjunction with a first logon activity, receiving a PIN
from a user interface of a mobile device;

sending the PIN and user credentials to a server outside the
mobile device;

receiving encrypted data that includes the PIN and the user
credentials at the mobile device;

storing the encrypted data on the mobile device;

in conjunction with a second logon activity, receiving the
PIN from the user interface; and

sending the PIN, unencrypted, and the encrypted data to
the server to enable the server to compare the PIN,
unencrypted, and the PIN that is included in the
encrypted data to determine whether to grant the mobile
device access to a resource, the encrypted data being
sent as a parameter of a resource locator associated with
the resource.
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14. The method of claim 13, further comprising:
in conjunction with the first logon activity, receiving a
username and password; and
together with sending the PIN to a server outside the
mobile device, sending the username and password to
the server.
15. The method of claim 13, wherein the encrypted data
includes a username and a password that are encrypted to
provide evidence of authentication.

16. The method of claim 13, wherein the encrypted datais 10

placed in a cookie to send with one or more subsequent
resource requests.

17. The method of claim 13, wherein the encrypted data is
encrypted via a secret symmetrical key not available on the
mobile device.

18. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

prior to the first logon activity, displaying an element that

queries whether to logon with a PIN or to logon with a
username and password for subsequent logons.

19. A computer storage device having computer-execut-
able instructions, which when executed perform actions,
comprising:

in conjunction with a first logon activity, receiving a PIN

from a user interface of a mobile device;

sending the PIN and user credentials to a server outside the

mobile device;

receiving encrypted data that includes the PIN and the user

credentials at the mobile device;
storing the encrypted data on the mobile device;
in conjunction with a second logon activity, receiving the
PIN from the user interface; and

sending the PIN, unencrypted, and the encrypted data to
the server to enable the server to compare the PIN,
unencrypted, and the PIN that is included in the
encrypted data to determine whether to grant the mobile
device access to a resource, the encrypted data being
sent as a parameter of a resource locator associated with
the resource.

20. The computer storage device of claim 19, wherein the
actions further comprise:

in conjunction with the first logon activity, receiving a

username and password; and

together with sending the PIN to a server outside the

mobile device, sending the username and password to
the server.

21. The computer storage device of claim 19, wherein the
encrypted data includes a username and a password that are
encrypted.
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22. The computer storage device of claim 19, wherein the
encrypted data is placed in a cookie to send with one or more
subsequent resource requests.

23. The computer storage device of claim 19, wherein the
encrypted data is encrypted via a secret symmetrical key not
available on the mobile device.

24. The computer storage device of claim 19, wherein the
actions further comprise:

prior to the first logon activity, displaying an element that

queries whether to logon with a PIN or to logon with a
username and password for subsequent logons.

25. A device comprising:

a user interface that allows entry of a PIN for logon activi-

ties;

alogin component that, (a) in conjunction with a first logon

activity, receives the PIN from the user interface, sends
the PIN and user credentials to a server outside the
device, and receives encrypted data that includes the PIN
and the user credentials, and that (b) in conjunction with
a second logon activity, receives the PIN from the user
interface and sends the PIN, unencrypted, and the
encrypted data to the server to enable the server to com-
pare the PIN, unencrypted, and the PIN that is included
in the encrypted data to determine whether to grant the
device access to a resource, the encrypted data being
sent as a parameter of a resource locator associated with
the resource; and

memory that stores the encrypted data.

26. The device of claim 25, wherein the login component,
in conjunction with the first logon activity, receives a user-
name and password, and together with sending the PIN to a
server outside the device, sends the username and password to
the server.

27. The device of claim 25, wherein the encrypted data
includes a username and a password that are encrypted.

28. The device of claim 25, wherein the encrypted data is
placed in a cookie to send with one or more subsequent
resource requests.

29. The device of claim 25, wherein the encrypted data is
encrypted via a secret symmetrical key not available on the
device.

30. The device of claim 25, wherein the user interface, prior
to the first logon activity, displays an element that queries
whether to logon with a PIN or to logon with a username and
password for subsequent logons.
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